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They arranged with the Soviet Government for the
establishment in Russia of secret training centres for
German officers. They organised the journeys to Russia
of Germany's leading armament manufacturers. Krupp
and Junkers. Both Krupp and Junkers established arms
works on Russian soil and Russia became the base for
the production of the first real German post-war arma-
ments.
The Reichswehr leaders have never forgotten this
Russian assistance. They have never been deterred by
political considerations if they could find a way to
strengthen Germany as a military power. That is why
they enlisted Hitler's help inside Germany while they
were still working with Russia.
This attitude goes far to explain the mysterious posi-
tion of the Reichswehr leaders. Are they pro-Russian?
Are they pro-Nazi? They are everything that helps to
make Germany strong. They ally themselves with the
Soviets if they are convinced that it will help their cause.
For the same reason they allied themselves with Hitler
at a time when he was able to obtain popular support
for rearmament plans inside Germany.
Nobody would say that acceptance of Soviet help
in the early twenties turned the German generals into
Communists. And no one can say that the assistance for
their rearmament plans which they received from Hitler
and the Nazis converted them to the Nazi faith.
After Hitler had been useful to them, there were
many generals who wanted to get rid of him. But just
as Brauchitsch proved too weak to resist Hitler, so have
many other Reichswehr generals failed to grasp their
opportunities. Expert observers now believe that the
time is definitely past when the German Army High
Command could choose its political tools and discard